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Call to Worship
How lonely sits the city that was full of people! How like a widow has she become, she who was 
great among the nations! She who was a princess among the provinces has become a slave. She 
weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers she has none to comfort 
her; all her friends have dealt treacherously with her; they have become her enemies. Judah has 
gone into exile because of affliction and hard servitude; she dwells now among the nations, but 
finds no resting place; her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst of her distress. [“How 
Long O Lord?”]

Lamentations 1:1-3

Songs of Adoration:                  And Can It Be
And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior's blood

Died He for me who caused His pain for me who Him to death pursued
Amazing love how can it be that Thou my God shouldst die for me
Amazing love how can it be that Thou my God shouldst die for me

He left His Father's throne above so free so infinite His grace
Emptied Himself of all but love and bled for Adam's helpless race

'Tis mercy all immense and free for O my God it found out me
Amazing love how can it be that Thou my God shouldst die for me

Long my imprisoned spirit lay fast bound in sin and nature's night
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray I woke the dungeon flamed with light
My chains fell off my heart was free I rose went forth and followed Thee

Amazing love how can it be that Thou my God shouldst die for me

No condemnation now I dread Jesus and all in Him is mine
Alive in Him my living Head and clothed in righteousness divine

Bold I approach the eternal throne and claim the crown through Christ my own
Amazing love how can it be that Thou my God shouldst die for me

Author: Charles Wesley (1738)
Copyright: Public Domain
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Amazing Grace
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;  
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.

The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;  
He will my Shield and Portion be, as long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

Author: John Newton (1779)
Copyright: Public Domain

Private Prayer of Confession

Corporate Prayer of Confession:
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say 
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

1 John 1:8-10

Pastoral Prayer

Words of Assurance:
The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known his ways to 
Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does 
not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as 
the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as 
the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows 
compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows 
our frame; he remembers that we are dust.

Psalm 103:6-14



Song of Assurance:          He Will Hold Me Fast
When I fear my faith will fail Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail He will hold me fast
I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path

For my love is often cold He must hold me fast

Chorus
He will hold me fast He will hold me fast

For my Savior loves me so He will hold me fast

Those He saves are His delight Christ will hold me fast
Precious in his holy sight He will hold me fast

He'll not let my soul be lost His promises shall last
Bought by Him at such a cost He will hold me fast

Chorus

For my life He bled and died Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied He will hold me fast

Raised with Him to endless life He will hold me fast
'Till our faith is turned to sight when He comes at last

Chorus
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Gloria Patri:
Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son, glory be to the Spirit

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be
World without end, amen amen, world without end

The Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
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the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church*, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*catholic church here does not mean the Roman Catholic church, but the universal church (past and present) which 
includes both the saints of the church and the doctrines in the Scriptures.

Offering

Sermon: “Leaning on the Providence of God”
           James 3:

Response Song: A Mighty Fortress is Our God
A mighty fortress is our God a bulwark never failing
Our helper He amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe
His craft and power are great and armed with cruel hate

On earth is not his equal

Did we in our own strength confide our striving would be losing
Were not the right man on our side the man of God's own choosing

Dost ask who that may be Christ Jesus it is He
Lord Sabaoth His name from age to age the same

And He must win the battle

And though this world with devils filled should threaten to undo us
We will not fear for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us

The prince of darkness grim we tremble not for him
His rage we can endure for lo his doom is sure

One little word shall fell him

That word above all earthly pow’rs no thanks to them abideth
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth

Let goods and kindred go this mortal life also
The body they may kill God's truth abideth still

His kingdom is forever
Author: Martin Luther (1529); Translator: Frederick H. Hedge (1852)
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Bendiction
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